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Palm Beach County beets up
Pro Bowl, Super Bowl offerings

It hopes events help it
earn more this time
than it did in 2007

By ALLISON ROSS

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

WEST PALM BEACH
— Learning from its ex-
periences from the 2007
Super Bowl, Palm Beach
County is more aggres-
sively tackling a piece
of this February’s Super
Bowl action by stepping
up the number of events it
will be hosting.

In 2007 the last time
the Super Bowl was played
in South Florida, Palm
Beach County held only
one NFL-sanctioned event:
Super Clematis by Night,
featuring the Little River
Band.

In contrast, officials
announced Thursday
that there are 14 events
planned throughout the
county for the 2010 Pro
Bowl and Super Bowl.

The “Palm  Beach
County Super Celebration”
includes a meet-and-greet
tailgate block party at
Boston’s on the Beach in
Delray Beach, a media day
at Palm Beach Interna-
tional Raceway in Jupiter
and four youth camps.

Super Clematis by
Night also will return, this
time with the band Star-
ship.

“Palm Beach County’s
goal is to nab as many
dollars as we can out of
this,” said Joe Maltese,
marketing manager and
consultant for the Palm
Beach County Sports
Commission.

Representatives  from
the county, the Tourist
Development Council and
the South Florida Super

Key stats

Pro Bowl: Jan. 31 at Land Shark Stadium in Miami

Gardens

Super Bowl: Feb. 7 at Land Shark Stadium
$350 million: Average economic impact to the host

community

4 nights: Average amount of time a Super Bowl attendee

spends in a hotel

25,000: Number of people who attended Super Clematis

by Night in 2007

Working the games

So far, five local businesses have been offered
contracts by the National Football League to

provide their services:

H A Green Wave Gift, Boynton Beach: catering, gift
baskets and novelty and promotional items

W A & A Security, West Palm Beach: security
M Ink & Toner USA, West Palm Beach: office supplies
m DJ Al Entertainment, Riviera Beach: entertainment,

photography, video, sound

W Custom Signs Today, West Palm Beach: printing,

graphics, signs and banners

Bowl Host Committee
announced the Pro Bowl
and Super Bowl events
during a news conference
Thursday; all said that the
county is working more
proactively to get a share
of the events economic
spoils.

“Palm Beach County is
well-prepared not only for
the Super Bowl but the Pro
Bowl,” said Roger Amidon,
the Tourist Development
Councils executive direc-
tor.

The average economic
impact of a Super Bowl in a
community is estimated at
$350 million. In 2007, Palm
Beach County snagged
about $42 million of that,
while Broward and Miami-
Dade shared the rest. This
year, Palm Beach County
hopes that its efforts —

along with the addition of
the Pro Bowl — will netita

bigger part of the pot.
Assistant County
Administrator ~ Verdenia

Baker said the county is
working on putting to-
gether packages to entice
visitors to stay in local
hotels.

Baker also said the
county has learned that
it needs to market itself
better and is working on
getting more of its local
businesses involved.

So far, five Palm Beach
County businesses have
been awarded contracts
from the NFL.

“The economy of the
county needs a stimulus,
and I think the Super Bowl
is going to provide that,”
County Commissioner
Burt Aaronson said.

@ allison_ross@pbpost.com

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2009

3B




